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CHARLES GIBSON  1941 - 2020 

I am sure that all Winetasters will have felt a sense of shock and dismay when 

they read our Chairman's recent letter concerning the death of Charles Gibson, 

one of the founders of the Winetasters as a society in 1966 and an ardent 

supporter of it throughout his life. He was a frequent Committee member and 

had served as both Chairman and President.  He and Sue took part in the Zoom 

Bordeaux tasting from their home in Streatham as recently as 4th December 

and he seemed on good form.  He died peacefully there on 30th December.  Our 

deepest sympathies are extended to Sue and his two daughters Catherine and 

Rachel and his granddaughter Imogen. 

Each of us will have our own particular memories of Charles.  Mine stretch back to 1958 when we were both 

still at school, though not the same school, I hasten to add.  Charles had been born in Cheltenham in 1941 and 

was at school at Sherborne in Dorset.  His father was the Revd Andrew Gibson, Rector of Colwall and a 

Prebendary of Hereford Cathedral.  (He sadly died while Charles was still an undergraduate.)  His mother 

came from military stock and through her Charles claimed ancestry of both Thomas Cromwell and Charles I! 

Charles and I first met when we were both seeking the award of a Scholarship to study Classical languages 

and literature at Hertford College, Oxford.  So began a personal friendship that has lasted my entire adult life. 

The examinations and interviews were dauntingly difficult.  After the exams each day we would all return to 

College for tea and later, for dinner in Hall, another stressful experience.  On these occasions Charles always 

kept us well entertained with his mordant wit, his acute observations on Oxford and his mimicry of some of 

the dons we were encountering.  It was always a star performance.  At the end of the week, a few of us got 

hold of a bottle of College Port for consumption in one of our rooms to celebrate the end of our ordeal.  Little 

did I know then that that would be the first of literally hundreds of evenings I would spend in the company of 

Charles and other friends, all too frequently involving a bottle of port.  Or something similar!  I was delighted 

to see shortly thereafter that we had both secured scholarships! 

But it was after we went down from Hertford in 1963 that events occurred that led to our involvement in the 

Winetasters.  I went straight to London to begin a career in the senior ranks of Whitehall.  Charles, however, 

had long determined to make a career at the Bar, despite or possibly because of not reading Law.  He decided 

to return home to Colwall for a year and to take up a teaching job to make some money as well as to provide 

an opportunity for legal studies.  He took a position at a school in Colwall called The Elms, where one of his 

fellow masters was an old army man, James Cooke, MC. 

This name will be instantly familiar to the older generation of Winetasters!  James was a member of the 

Schoolmasters' Wine Club, an organisation of several thousand whose prime function was to facilitate the 

purchase of wine direct from shippers at preferential prices.  They also organised wine tours and at Easter 

1964 James Cooke persuaded Charles to join him on a two week tour of Bordeaux.  Fellow Tourists included 

a certain Geoffrey Rowntree and his family (though not including his daughter Sue). 
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Two years later a group within the Club, prompted by Frank Lovis, another sacred name, decided to form a 

much smaller breakaway Society devoted more particularly to frequent tastings of wine in London and its own 

tours to the wine areas of Europe.  Thus in 1966 was The Winetasters born and Charles was involved from 

the outset, as indeed were James Cooke and the Rowntrees.  Geoffrey was both Secretary and Treasurer of 

the new Society.  The full story is told in Charles's own history of The Winetasters which is essential reading 

for a proper understanding of the Society and as the broadest of clues to the character of Charles himself.  The 

two stories are intertwined from then until Charles's sad death last month. 

Though Sue was not on the 1964 Bordeaux tour, she took part in others, both with the family and on her own 

account.  It was on a tour to Alsace in 1968 that the Love god began to weave his magic spell, cementing the 

future of Charles with that of the Rowntrees.  An engagement was announced and in 1969 a marriage took 

place between Charles and Sue at Ashdon in Essex.   I had the very great honour of being Charles's best 

man.  In his history Charles claims that this was the only known instance of a wedding taking place as a direct 

result of a Winetasters' tour and who are we to say otherwise! 

Charles and Sue began married life in Streatham and that continued to be their 'home town'.  They first had a 

flat with a roof terrace affording excellent views of the Odeon Cinema, Streatham High Road.   Eventually 

they found their way to Prentis Road, where they lived for forty years, with its famous Andersen Shelter at 

the bottom of the garden in which their cellarage took place.  Soon their marriage was blessed with two lovely 

daughters, Catherine and Rachel.  Charles is also survived by his beloved granddaughter, Imogen, who lives 

in Australia with Rachel and her husband, John. 

The Winetasters began to assume increasing importance in the home life of Charles himself, and of course of 

his wife with her dynastic links with the Society.  Now well established at the Bar, Charles with his wife were 

regular attenders at tastings in London, at Winetasters dinners, weekends away in the UK and, naturally, on 

as many overseas wine tours as they could manage, which was quite a few!  I was privileged to attend the 

occasional tasting as their guest and then, quite a few years later, became a member in my own right.  It was 

a matter of great regret that work commitments prevented me from touring until the ill fated visit to Spain in 

1993, when Sue was one of a number of Winetasters who fell victim to thieves in Barcelona.  She suffered a 

fractured collarbone in a scuffle with some youths trying to grab her handbag and she and Charles had to 

abandon the tour, the rest of us proceeding to the Rioja region. 

It would be quite impossible to do justice here to Charles's and Sue's participation in the activities of the 

Winetasters in a period of over 50 years.  Fortunately for me, I do not have to!  It is all spelled out in the 

minutest detail by Charles himself in his wonderfully researched and highly entertaining book, The 

Winetasters, History of a Sociable Wine Club, which runs to some 250 pages!  The book also well illustrates 

his great expertise as a wine lover, his meticulous record keeping and his incredible memory for places visited, 

chateaux examined, people met, lunches and dinners taken, and above all, wine drunk, as well as recording 

which of the Winetasters were present on each of these occasions.  Few societies can ever have had such a 

detailed account of their activities preserved and published. 

Over the years both Charles and Sue have regularly served on the Winetasters Committee and Charles has 

been both Chairman and President.  The latter position has fallen into abeyance somewhat in the sense of there 

being someone elected to the role by the membership but at his death there was a generally held belief that 

Charles was a sort of hidden and honorary life President.  Suffice it to say that Charles continued to attend 

Committee meetings as far as he was able right up to his final year.  In fact, we were all delighted that he took 

part from Prentis Road in our Zoom tasting of Bordeaux wines as recently as 4th December, 2020, seemingly 

in excellent voice, to judge by the recording of the event. 

The Winetasters undoubtedly played a huge part in his life but he had many other interests as well.  His priority 

of his family goes without saying, and in his career at the Bar and later as a Circuit Judge he was as hard 

working and penetrating as one could possibly expect anyone to be.  Working as a judge mainly in Lambeth 

and Southwark he had to deal with people from every walk of life, colour and creed, often involving intractable 

social problems.  Even after his retirement this remained a feature of his work as a Judge with Mental Health 

Tribunals, work invariably calling for the judgement of Solomon himself.  He took it all in his stride. 

 



A huge and important pillar of his life was his Christian faith and in particular the Church of St Leonard's, 

Streatham.  He and Sue were devoted parishioners who played an active part in the affairs of the church and 

the primary school.  When the interior of the church itself was destroyed by a disastrous fire in 1975, it was 

largely thanks to the efforts of Charles and a few others that it was not abandoned, as might easily have 

happened, but rebuilt internally in a strikingly modern but sympathetic style and continues to serve the needs 

of Streatham and its diverse community. 

Charles was from the outset a great supporter of the Hertford Society, our College's alumni body, and together 

with Sue regularly attended Society functions.  In fact, I first met Sue at one of these events.  He was for many 

years a member of the Society Committee from which retired only very recently.  He was Chairman of the 

Society for nine years and he was a Vice President at the time of his death.  He was also a member of the 

Oxford and Cambridge Club in Pall Mall.  Other lifelong interests were of course cricket particularly, but also 

classical music ( in view of his childhood a passion for Elgar and Vaughan Williams was unsurprising), and 

both he and Sue were fond of the cinema and the theatre.  They were also regular attenders in the Stewards' 

Enclosure at the annual Royal Regatta at Henley, usually with myself and Winetasters Roger Westbrook and 

Graham Jones. 

In 2018 it began to be apparent that all was not well with Charles.  After tests he was diagnosed as suffering 

from a non Hodgkins lymphoma of large size and aggressive nature.  A planned holiday in Italy had to be 

cancelled.  There followed lengthy treatment with chemotherapy and radiotherapy, much of it as an in patient 

at St George's, Tooting.  In the summer of 2020 the doctors told him that he was in full remission and all 

seemed to be going promisingly well, but it was not to be.  Within a desperately few months his symptoms 

returned and he was told that the lymphoma was back with little prospect of further successful treatment.  He 

returned home from hospital for end of life palliative care and died on 30th December, 2020, in the company 

of Sue and Catherine, with Rachel also present via an open line from Melbourne. 

Thus ended a wretched year for all of us.  Because he had to shelter from the 2020 coronavirus, I saw Charles 

in the flesh only twice in the entire year.  Both very happy occasions.  In February he and Sue attended a 

luncheon at the Oxford and Cambridge Club to celebrate my 80th birthday.  I had asked Charles to say Grace 

and typically he devised one especially for the occasion...in Latin!  The second and final occasion for me was 

a much less grand affair but one which will remain forever memorable nevertheless; just Charles, Sue and 

myself, suitably socially distanced and complying fully with whatever Covid 19 regulations then applied, 

having lunch in a peaceful pub garden in Thames Ditton on a warm, sunny afternoon in September, when all 

seemed set fair for a decent span of remaining friendship.  Sadly, I did not see him again. 

According to Charles himself in his book about his cancer experience, Not Yet Out, it was Chaucer who first 

said 'all good things must come to an end'.  It was a privilege to have met Charles while we were both teenagers 

(!) and as a result to have been able to share so much of my life with him.  A light has gone out for all 

Winetasters.  He is quite irreplaceable.  We are all so sad for Sue, for their daughters Catherine and Rachel, 

and for his granddaughter Imogen whom he longed to see again. 

 

Jeffrey Preston 

 

 

 

 

The Winetasters have made donations to St Christopher’s Hospice and The Spires in memory of Charles. 

  



RECENT EVENTS 

Christmas Tasting 4th December 2020 

Presented by Richard Andrews              

After the successful Argentinian Malbec tasting the committee, including Ken, unanimously agreed to 

decant and send out the case of 2009 clarets for our Zoom ‘Christmas Tasting’. David Morgan suggested we 

‘top and tail’ the reds with whites from Bordeaux and chose wines from the Sauternes/Barsac Region. One 

100% Sauvignon and the other 100% Semillon. What followed was a splendid tasting, which was described 

by dear Charles ‘as an unqualified success’ despite the Chairman’s rather amateurish presentation. 30 

members and guests enjoyed the following wines: 

           

1. Château Doisy-Daëne Sec, Bordeaux 2018 

2. Château Tronquoy Lalande,Sainte –Estèphe 2009 

3. Château  Moulin Riche,Saint-Julien 2009 

4. Château Cantemerle,Haut-Médoc 2009 

5. Segla,Margaux 2009 

6. Croix de Beaucaillou,Sait-Julien  2009 

7. Château Batailley, Pauillac 2009 

8. Cyprès de Climens, Barsac 2016 

 

Château Batailley was acclaimed to be THE wine of the evening. 

 

Serbia Croatia Macedonia Tasting 22nd January 2021 

What an exciting way to start the 2021 tastings. We were introduced to fascinating wine areas and tasted 

wonderful wines presented by: 

 
Matija Petrinjak 

“I’m Matija from Poreč, Croatia –home to many wonderful wines, some of which we hope to share with you.  I work 

in financial regulation in London full time and enjoy sharing my passion for wine in free time!” 

     ….and 

Pave Avramovic 

“Hi!  I’m Pavle from Belgrade, Serbia. I work in financial innovation in London and am a big wine enthusiast.  I’m 

working towards my L2 WSET qualification and looking forward to showing you the great wines of the Balkan 

region” 

 

1. Laguna Malvazija Istarska, Croatia 2019 

2. Merga Victa Posip, Croatia 2018 

3. Mlavac Crveni, Virtus, Serbia 2016 

4. Cuvee Maurer, Maurer, Serbia 2017 

5. DiBonis, Cabernet Sauvignon, Serbia 2013 

6. Damjanic Clemente 2013, Croatia 2013 

7. Matusko Dingac, Croatia 2016 

8. Barovo, Tikves, North Macedonia 2017 

 

Thank you so much to both Pave and Matija for a splendid evening which was thoroughly enjoyed by all 

participants.  The full presentation is available on the website and well worth a revisit. 

 

 

https://7089a910-e19d-4e4b-819f-1a3421db3590.filesusr.com/ugd/62eacc_e3e61f26394e4161b4f2231e14330141.pdf


PLANNED EVENTS 

Madeira Tasting 19th March 2021 

A tasting of a selection of wines from Madeira is planned for March.  

The wines are fortified and oxidised and so potentially lend themselves 

well to the test-tube distribution we are currently using. 

Why Madeira?  I have visited the island several times, toured the 

vineyards perched on cliff sides and visited cellars of the present 

producers.  My evening presentation will tell the story of Madeira from 

the 17th century through to the current years with slides and a guided 

tasting.  These wines are a little stronger than usual table wines.  As 

the wines are robust and fully oxidised keeping part-consumed 

samples should not impact on quality of aroma and taste.  In fact, they are ageless, if not immortal, and given 

a budget one can still buy obtain nineteenth century Madeira.  During the evening I hope to put these wines 

into their historical context creating a blend of history and grapes.   

George Plantagenet, or the 1st Duke of Clarence (1449 – 1478), played an important role in the dynastic 

struggle between rival factions of the Plantagenets known as the Wars of the Roses.  Though a member of the 

House of York, he switched sides to support the Lancastrians, before reverting to the Yorkists.  He was later 

convicted of treason against his brother, Edward IV, and was executed - allegedly by being drowned in a butt 

of Malmsey.  I’ve always felt that a good story is often better than the truth.   

An old Malmsey, Malvasia, will feature in our tasting and I very much hope you will be able to join me.   

 

Stephen Chapman 

 

Tasting 7th May 2021 

Wines from Spain.  Details will follow. 

 

 

OTHER ITEMS 

Test tube recycling 

 The new screw caps have proved to be very effective so we can re-use the 

test tubes.  However, please don’t feel obliged to send the tubes back but I 

think in these eco times we should at least provide you with that opportunity 

now that we can.  Also I certainly don’t want to encourage anyone to venture 

into a post office in covid times so if you haven’t used it before please see 

‘click and drop’ link below for another option. 

To keep this economic it makes sense to send the tubes back to me in batches 

of two tastings sets (normally 16 tubes).  So, if you taste as a pair then after 

one tasting, or if solo after two tastings. 

To cover your postal costs and trouble the Winetasters will discount your next zoom tasting by £2 per person 

per tasting. 

Click and Drop 

If you are comfortable with IT and online payments, have a printer and you live near an ever-increasing 

number of parcel post boxes then I suggest using click and drop.  It’s also slightly cheaper (second class £3) 

than using stamps or via the post office (£3.20). 

The click and drop link…….. 

https://send.royalmail.com/ 

 

16 empty test tubes (no caps) and envelope weight approx. 400 grams. 

https://send.royalmail.com/


  

Royal Mail Parcel Post Box locator…… 

https://www.royalmail.com/d8/parcel-post-boxes 

 

Scroll down to find a list of locations.  If you are happy to download the Royal Mail app to your phone, etc 

that will provide you with a local map location of the boxes rather than searching the lengthy list. 

If solo tasters want to participate please let me know and I’ll put the next tasting wines in a bigger envelop 

which hopefully you can re-use to return a two-tasting set of tubes. 

Please put a slip of paper with your name in with the tubes so that I know who they have come from! 

Please drop me an email if you want anything clarified. 

 

Zoom tasting video clips 

Video clips from The Winetasters first four Zoom tastings are available on our website.  They can be found 

here….. https://www.winetasters.org.uk/zoom-tastings 

 

 

 

Thank you very much to all who contributed to this Bulletin 

Jeffrey Preston, Stephen Chapman, Richard Andrews, Martin Kotarba and Ken Buckle 

 

 

                                                ------------------------------- 
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